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Vulnerability in urban areas is associated with the built environment where temperatures in areas covered by
sealed surfaces are often considerably warmer than surfaces covered in vegetation. This is called the Urban Heat
island (UHI) effect and is observed because materials used in buildings, roads and pavements tend to retain
heat. Programs to reduce heat should include developing parks, increasing green space, constructing green
roofs, and using other materials that help cool rooftops and pavements.








